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As you are all aware, the Illinois State Board of Education announced last week that all school 

districts will be required to mandate masks for the upcoming school year.  The Saunemin Board 

of Education approved following the mandate and is requiring masks to be worn by all 

individuals when they enter the school building.  The following exceptions to mask wearing are 

as follows: 

• When eating. 

• For children while they are napping with close monitoring to ensure no child leaves their 

designated napping area without putting their face mask back on. 

• For staff when alone in classrooms or offices with the door closed. 

• For staff and students when they are outside. 

• For individuals who have trouble breathing; or those who are unconscious, incapacitated, 

or otherwise unable to remove the face mask without assistance. 

• For persons with a disability who cannot wear a mask, or cannot safely wear a mask, 

because of the disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA, 42 

U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), including: 

o A person with a disability who, for reasons related to the disability, would be 

physically unable to remove a mask without assistance if breathing becomes 

obstructed. Examples might include a person with impaired motor skills, 

quadriplegia, or limb restrictions. 

o A person with an intellectual, developmental, cognitive, or psychiatric disability 

that affects the person’s ability to understand the need to remove a mask if 

breathing becomes obstructed. 

• For individuals who have a condition or medical contraindication (e.g., difficulty 

breathing) that prevents them from wearing a face mask. 

• For fully vaccinated staff when meeting with other fully vaccinated staff outside of 

settings where unvaccinated persons are present. 

 

As with last year, neck gators will not meet the required face cover option.  The school will have 

face masks available to all students, and students will be reminded of proper face mask 

procedures. The teachers will also have mask breaks built into their daily schedules, and we are 

working to put some tents on the grounds to allow for outside learning areas. 

 

Symptom Screening: 

• Parents will take temps before students leave home. Students should stay home if their 

temperature is above 100.4. 

• Students should stay home if they have COVID symptoms 

o Cough 

o Shortness of breath 

o Loss of taste or smell 

o Nausea and vomiting 

o Diarrhea 

 



 

• COVID symptoms present at school 

o Students and/or staff who show symptoms of COVID-19 while at school will 

immediately be separated from the rest of the school population, provided a mask 

(if not having difficulty breathing), and will be evaluated by the Principal or 

Assistant Principal. 

o If the student or staff member is ill, they will be sent home.  Parents/guardians 

will pick up an ill student as soon as possible. 

o Staff and parent of student recovering from illness related to COVID-19 should 

contact the Principal before returning to school. CDC and IDPH guidelines will 

be followed with regards to returning to school and work. 

• In the event of a positive COVID-19 case at school, contact tracing will be conducted in 

conjunction with the Livingston County Health Department.  Any student who is 

considered a close contact will quarantine for 10 days. 

• If a student begins to show new symptoms at school or gets a fever of 100.4 or higher, 

the student will be sent home.  According to ISBE guidelines, a student must be fever-

free for 72 hours, without fever-reducing medication, and symptom-free for 10 days.  

Exposure at School: 

If a student, or staff member, tests positive for COVID-19 or is a trace contact because they have 

been around someone who tests positive for COVID-19, the school will be contacted by the 

Livingston County Health Department. Those who had contact with someone who tested positive 

for COVID-19 or is suspected of having COVID-19 infection should isolate at home and monitor 

for symptoms for 10 days. Close contact means the individual was within 3-6 feet of the 

individual with symptoms for more than 15 minutes when both parties were not properly 

masked. If they were not consistently masked, then close contacts are classroom students who 

were within 6 feet of the infected student for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-

hour period. In general, individuals who are solely exposed to a confirmed case while outdoors 

should not be considered close contacts. The longer a person is exposed to an infected person, 

the higher the risk of exposure or transmission. The infectious period of close contact begins two 

calendar days before the onset of symptoms (for a symptomatic person) or two calendar days 

before the positive sample was obtained (for an asymptomatic person). If the case was 

symptomatic (e.g., coughing, sneezing), persons with briefer periods of exposure may also be 

considered contacts, as determined by local health departments. Persons who have had lab-

confirmed COVID-19 within the past 90 days or those fully vaccinated, according to CDC 

guidelines, are not required to quarantine if identified as a close contact to a confirmed case. 

Local health departments are the final authority on identifying close contacts. 

Students and staff who are fully vaccinated with no COVID-19-like symptoms do not need to 

quarantine or be restricted from school or extracurricular activities. CDC recommends that fully 

vaccinated individuals test three to five days after a close contact exposure to someone with 

suspected or confirmed COVID-19. 

 

 

 



 

Schedule 

• This year, Saunemin Elementary School will be going back to a full-day schedule.  

School will start at 7:50 and dismiss at 3:00 

• There will not be a remote or E-Learning option for students unless there is a medical 

reason, prescribed by a doctor.  Remote or E-Learning will not be provided by any 

Saunemin Elementary School teacher 

• In the event that a classroom must quarantine, students will be instructed remotely by 

their classroom teacher(s).  

 

Schoolwide Cleaning: 

Classrooms will be cleaned and disinfected each day. Junior high classroom desks will be 

cleaned and disinfected between each class period. Deep cleaning and disinfecting of classrooms 

will take place each day after dismissal. 

 

Visitors/Volunteers: 

Visitors will not be allowed to go any farther than the main entrance. For the safety of our 

students and staff, parents/family members will not be allowed in classrooms unless there is an 

extreme emergency.  Classroom volunteers will also not be allowed at this time. 

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 

doughang@saunemin.org or by calling the school at 832-4421. I am available to discuss any 

concerns you may have or answer any questions that have been left unanswered in this plan. 

Also, I ask that before you go to social media for any information, you call me.  I would rather 

give you informed answers to your questions than you get uninformed information from social 

media. The school board and administration will constantly monitor guidelines, and if anything 

changes at the state level, the board will meet to discuss next steps in the guidelines. 

Communication will be constant as situations change. 

 

Thank you for your patience, cooperation, flexibility, and understanding as we move forward in 

this very unprecedented time. Student and staff safety is now and has always been our number 

one priority. 

 

 

Gary Doughan 

Superintendent/Princiapl 
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